Spanish I 
2020-2021
Price: $125.00 per semester + $25 supply fee

Target age: 12 and up

Target grade level: 7-12

First day of class: Thursday, September 10, 2020
Last day of class: Thursday, April 1, 2021
Class meeting days: Mondays

Class time: 9:00 am to 9:55 am

Instructor: Angela Bell
Instructor email: atala286@gmail.com

Class description:  Students will have fun acquiring speaking, basic writing, reading, listening, and interpreting skills, as well as cultural awareness.  Students will be proficient in using correct grammar and punctuation.  Students will be able to compose short paragraphs of description. They will analyze elements of Hispanic culture, literature and/or fine art. They will build their personal vocabulary that will include dialoguing, presentation, dictating, and recall.

Suggested grades will be based on in-class discussion, assignments in and outside of class, class participation, reading and writing pieces. There will be some quizzes and a test for each unit. Students should spend roughly 1 hour a day/ 5 days a week studying, practicing the vocabulary, reading and completing assignments. It is very easy to get behind in a foreign language. Students have to be able to put in the time required.
This is a two semester class worth 2 credits of high school Spanish or World Language on a high school transcript. Second semester does build upon the first.  Those who wish to enroll in the second semester only must discuss with Mrs. Bell before enrolling. 
*If you have a student with special needs, please contact the instructor directly to discuss.

Fees: A $50 deposit, that includes enrollment and supply fees, is required to hold a spot in class.  The deposit will be subtracted from the total cost of the class and is due 2 weeks after registration.  Both fees are non-refundable.  There is a minimum of 2 students, by August 15, to hold the class.  
Required Materials Include:  Textbook ISBN 10 – 1634199286 (see below), notebook, blue or black pen, number 2 pencil, highlighter, and a folder 
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Course Goals and Objectives:  Students will learn speaking skills, basic writing skills, reading skills, listening skills, interpreting skills, and cultural awareness.  Students will be proficient in using correct grammar and punctuation.  Students will be able to compose short paragraphs of description. They will analyze elements of Hispanic culture, literature and/or fine art. They will build their personal vocabulary that will include dialoguing, presentation, dictating, and recall.
Homework Policy:  Homework is an important part of the learning process and will be evaluated accordingly.  Homework is not given full credit if late, unless the student has an excused absence or has spoken to the teacher and made arrangements in advance.  Homework and practice will need to be completed at home.  Each student is responsible to keep track of the assignments given.  Assignments will be put into a portfolio (the folder) and handed in at the end of every unit.  Therefore students will not always turn in the assignments upon completion but rather will collect them to be handed in all together at one time. The portfolio will be graded as a whole for the in-class and out-of-class work. Students will be given about an hour’s worth of daily (5 days) work to prepare for each week. When a student misses class, for any reason, he or she is responsible to complete the assignments by the due date.  The due date for portfolios is the day of the unit test.  This is so that students may use the portfolio as a great study material to prepare for the test.
Evaluation and Assessment:

Grading is based on a point system.  Assignments and assessments are awarded a particular amount of point based on the level of importance.  Assignments will include vocabulary and grammar review and may also include cultural exploration.  Small group activities, partner work, dialoguing, oral reports, and listening assignments will also be evaluated informally to assess student progress.  This kind of social communication is imperative and must be evaluated, even though it may be uncomfortable at times.  Practice and preparation will make those assessments much easier. 
Grading scale: 90 – 100% = A, 80 – 89% = B, 70 – 79% = C, 60 – 69% = D, Below 
59.5 = F
Parent – Teacher Communication:  Parents will be contacted periodically to report student progress, positive and negative, by progress reports, letters, memos, etc, through email.  Mrs. Bell may be contacted by email:atala286@gmail.com, or in person. It is encouraged and appreciated to speak directly to Mrs. Bell about any topic or issue that may arise.

Class Expectations and Rules
– Bring all materials to class every session. Treat the class as if it was your job and you will be rewarded with success!  . 

– Be on time.  Students who are consistently late may lose participation points.

– Keep your cell phone out of sight during the entire session.  It is best to keep your phone off.  If you carry it with you throughout the day, it must be kept in your book bag, purse, pocket, etc. – out of sight! Cellphone use during class time will result in loss of participation points.
– Do your own work.  Make sure you always turn in work that you can be proud of. Translating web sites are tempting and easy to use, but be sure you create your own work when given an assignment.  

- Be willing to appreciate others’ views and culture. As we learn about cultural events and traditions, be respectful of the differences and views. Avoid judgmental comments and arrogant opinions.
– Stay focused in class always!  I will always go over directions about assignments, projects, tests, etc. but you need to always listen so that you do not miss anything important.  I don’t usually repeat directions more than twice.  Also, when I am giving instruction about a new topic, it is especially important for you to maintain focus and take notes.  

– Complete assignments and tasks in a timely manner.  Work at the pace you are comfortable with but stay on top of your responsibilities.  Your grade will suffer if you let it get out of control.

- Be nice to others. Listen politely when others are speaking.  Make a positive impression of yourself, and refrain from using derogatory comments about others.  

– Participate well in all class activities.  In order to do well in this class you must participate.  That includes responding out loud, working with partners, staying on top of assignments, and giving presentations.
